Warren Farmers’ Market Approved Rules of Operation 2012
31 Jan 2012
Selling at the Farmers’ Market:

     The Farmers’ Market is leased to the Warren County Agriculture Producers Association (WCAPA) by the City of McMinnville to operate a Farmers’ Market at the Farmers’ Market Pavilion in McMinnville. To sell at the market, each vendor must be a member of the WCAPA. Annual membership dues are $10.00 and must be paid no later than the first market day the member participates. Daily stall fees are $7.00 per day. Membership is open to all agriculture producers growing produce in Tennessee. A WCAPA membership form is available from the County Agent (Mr. Dale Beaty-UT Extension Office-ph 931.473.8484) or on our website. The form must be signed by the vendor and his/her County Agent and turned in to the Market Manager before or on the first day of setup. Website address is www.warrentnfarmersmarket.org  Rental fees, if needed, for our privately owned tables and chairs are $10.00/day and $5.00/day respectively.
The Board of Directors shall meet the 2nd Saturday of each month (unless rescheduled) at market closing (12:00pm). All items that need to be addressed shall be given to a board member in written form to be placed on the agenda for discussion. No permanent displays, shelving or signs will remain at the market when the vendors leave. The concession area is not to be rented. It will be left for special events and member use. Members are encouraged to bring only fresh high quality produce to the market. There shall be no solicitation by non-profit organizations (i.e. churches, civic groups, etc.) unless they purchase a WCAPA membership and abide by all farmers’ market rules. The board reserves the right to allow the sale of purchased produce only during acceptable local harvest periods. Vendors may not sell items for another party unless that party has a WCAPA membership.  

Kitchens and General Produce:

     All homemade, homegrown produce or canned goods can be offered for sale at the market. All canned goods, breads, pies, etc MUST meet USDA/Health standards. Kitchens are to be inspected under the Domestic Kitchen or Certified Kitchen Rules. Domestic Kitchens and Certified Kitchens are for breads, pies, jellies and jams. This kitchen is usually located in the home and has been certified., Commerical kitchens are a separate kitchen designated and certified for the preparation of canned goods, sauces, relishes and pickles, etc.(Acidified foods). Canned green beans cannot be certified. Kitchen certification and course documentation shall be displayed at the booth. Craft items, furniture, and other non-food produce may be sold but must be homemade from locally produced products. Approval to sell products other than food items, fruits and vegetables, and ornamental and bedding plants shall be approved by the market board of directors. Resale of purchased Tennessee grown produce by members is acceptable. However, a receipt for the purchased produce must be provided at the request of the market manager. The receipt must include the sellers name, address, and phone number, date of purchase, and the type and amount of produce purchased. Produce purchased for resale must be purchased from a Tennessee grower and not from fruit markets, packing houses, distributors, etc. as its origin cannot be verified.
Scales:  
All scales used at this market to conduct trade shall be class 3 type which is approved for legal trade and have the certified seal (issued by the state) posted on the scale. Check our website for information regarding type 3 scales and their certification. 

Permanent Stalls: UPDATED 31 JAN 2012
Twenty of the market pavilion’s stalls are reserved as permanent stalls. Ten stalls are allocated for each end and shall not be exceeded. The price for a permanent stall is $200.00 annually, plus a $10.00 membership (WCAPA) fee. 

1.  No vendor is allowed to have more than one stall in his/her name.

2. A permanent vendor must work his booth at least 50% of each day (excluding Fridays) in order for the day to count as a worked day.

3. New permanent stalls will not be assigned adjoining immediate family members (i.e., spouse, parents, children, grandparents, in-laws, and/or business partners).  

4.  Holders of permanent stalls must notify the market manager of the first day they intend to sell and of any days they do not intend to sell (excluding Fridays). 

5.  If the market manager has not heard from a permanent stall holder by 7:00 am, the stall is available to be rented to another vendor. 

6.  If a vendor does not set up for 3 market days in a row June 15th-Sept 15th (excluding Fridays) without notifying the market manager, their stall is then available to be rented to others on a first come basis. The permanent vendor loses the permanent slot position, but does receive another open slot which may change based on availability.  No money charges apply. The vendor maintains all rights to renew the opening in the spring of each year. 

Permanent Stall Openings:

One may have his/her name placed on the waiting list for a permanent stall by speaking with the president, secretary, or manager of the market.

1.  To qualify for the active list, a vendor must support the market by attending at least 15 days of the market opening days each year excluding Fridays.  The vendor must maintain his receipts for verification when applying for a permanent booth.

2. Straw purchases of a booth is not allowed except in cases whereby a vendor cannot make it on time. That receipt will be marked “straw purchase” by the manager and will not count towards a permanent stall purchase unless the holder has the market manager remove the “straw purchase” that day and initials both receipts.

3. Failure to meet guidelines will result in having your name removed. 

4. Failure to take your slot will cause the next person to move up and you will NOT automatically be placed at the bottom of the list. 

5. After 3 times turning a stall down, vendor will be permanently removed from the list and can only be re-instated  by a board vote. 

6. Vendors on the active list may not swap positions. 

7. When a slot opens up, the permanent vendors can exercise the right to move to the new opening, freeing up their old stall. If more then one vendor “bids” on the slot, it shall be resolved by drawing out the winner by the use of a hat.

Additional Stall Rentals:

1. During the period of June 15th - September 15th members will be limited to one stall space. 

2. An additional stall may be rented at the market manager’s discretion during other market dates. 
3. If you have a permanent stall and are in partners with another, neither party is allowed to rent another stall June 15th thru Sep 15th without the purchase of an additional membership.

Setup Times:

No non-permanent vendor is allowed to pull in to, block or set up before 4am on opening day of market. All non-permanent stall vendors need to call the market manager for set-up 6:30am Thursday till 12:00 noon on Friday from June 15th thru Sept 15th. The vendor will be given a stall assignment to set up on Saturday. First come, first served. Vendors are to call market manager at home (931.668.4068) or cell phone (931.235.1542) for slot assignment number. Leave a callback number if the manager is not available. If a vendor sets up without getting a prior assignment number, they will be asked to pull out and set up at another location (if any is available). Do not call the regular market phone for slot assignment as the slots sell out usually the day before and this phone is not normally answered before 7am, which is too late for a slot assignment. Vendors may pull through the pavilion cautiously and/or with “spotters” for safety of personnel. 

Vendor/Customer Conduct:

Vendors shall be responsible for the conduct and supervision of their children. Children shall remain in the stall area and will not leave unless accompanied by adult supervision.
No pets are allowed inside the market pavilion with the exception of service dogs etc. 

No smoking inside the market pavilion. Tobacco juice should be disposed of discretely. 

Appropriate dress will be required of all market members. 

Profanity and/or loud behaviors are not allowed. This includes radios, excessive hawking, etc.

No bikes, skateboards, scooters, or other means of travel are allowed in the market area unless by the physically handicapped. No vehicles are allowed to drive through the market pavilion during selling hours.

Cleanup of individual stall spaces will be the responsibility of the vendor. No trash, produce, or garbage should be left in the market area. The metal trash receptacles in the middle of the market pavilion and other market garbage cans are not for leftovers or rotten produce.

Vendors will park as directed, by the market manager, in the market pavilion or outside assigned spaces.

Only the board of directors may authorize drawings or other promotional activities on market days.

Members will provide requested information to the association including name, address, phone, directions to farm, and any other pertinent information.

Refusal to follow market rules, instructions or warnings of market manager is grounds for immediate suspension from the market and loss of membership. Members have the right to request a formal hearing before the board of directors before permanent membership revocation.

All conflicts shall be resolved and considered final by the market manager, as the manager has the full support of the board. If any person feels the conflict and/or resolution is incorrect, they may request the issue be brought before the board for a hearing. The resolution by the market manager will remain in effect until resolved by the board. The board may meet after the market closes to resolve or may elect to wait until the next scheduled meeting. 

